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{1, .The Istvisn telephous system was owned snd operated by the Iatvisn Govern-
' mept through the Ministry of Commumications. The Ministry wes mede up of
departments whiceh included telephone, telegraph, post office, rallrosds,
radio, ete, covering all wethods of communicstions. In 1940 the telephone,
telegraph and redio deperitments inm Rige bad about five thousand employees;
12 theusand iz 8ll of Ilabvis. Toe personrel was of a high celiber. Bguip-
nent was modern, adequate end wes well mainteined.

2. The main telephone ventrel office wee located at Auwdejw Jela #15 (Andeju
Strast #15) beiween Ridzenss Iels and Meza Keleju Iels im Rige. Tae
building vas comstructad of reinforced comerete and wes five stories high.
It measursd eboulb O meters bty 25 meters. The foundation was frem 10 to
15 meters deep and was meds up of pilings messuring betwesn 30 and 40 cm
in dfameter and spaced aboud 1.35 meters spert. Over the foundetion was
a reinforced comcrete base sbout fovr meters thick. The roof wes of
different levels, topped by & round, reinforced concrete observation poet.
The front slope of the roof, facing Audeju Iels, was made up of woofen ILLEGIB
beame covered with zinc plete while the back wag mertly glase skylisht and
the rest sheet steel 20 mm thick. - Sketch #1] \
of the building oo Audeju Tels. From this sketch it can ve.scen bow tne
mein cable shaft entered the Luilding from Audeju Iela. There were behiesn
two hundred gad 250 telephove cables 8t this point. \ 50X1
alarm cebles (militery) spd rsdio csbles on this sketch &
undergrousd in the dewnbtown Rige sves. The sketch 42 {GiDENETINES
profile of the telephome tuilding itself. It is self explamatory and sSo0Ws
the complete comstruction. Sketches #3 through #10 show the cellsr, the
five floove snd the roof. In the basement (Sketch #3)] ~ fhe 50X1
main ecsble sheft imcation, engine room, transformers and shop. The nuabers
1 through 8 that sre shown sre the locations of the supporting pillars. On
the Piret floor (Sketch #4) were the offices for regular comaections {local),
2 trugk csll boswrd and lovg distence call board. Also shown are the pay
office, public booths, warehwages snd gusrd room. On the gecond flooe
{(8xetzh &) were a work shop, administrative offices, wilitery switchbosrd
for ordipery celis and & georrel switchboerd for wilitery ceamtrals. The third
Ploor (Sketeh #70asesspsiated the engineers, the commtators and the telephome
sear-her (finding) eguipmat for Distriet #1. The £ifth floor (Sketeh #8) was
w 1iving quarters by the Director. Sketches #9 and #10 show the roof
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. 3. There were 12 telephone cemtzrals in Rige locsted as follows and each with
the number of engineers shown:

District I Mein Central 0ffice at Avdeju Jela #15 12 engineers
District IT Krisjan Barcos and Matiss Tela 5 engineers
District ITI Barinu Iela (post office) 2 engineers
District IV Dzirnava and Hanzes Iela (post office) 1 engineer
District V Britvibes Gatve (post office) p 1 engineer
. District VI Mezs Parke Koknes Prospekta (post office) 2 engirveers
District VII Sarkendaugava-Duntes Iels and Tiltu Tels. 1 engineer
District VIII Vecmilgrsvi-Vecmilgravju Iels (post office) 1 engineer
District IX Tigeciem-1ilijes Iels (post office) 1 engineer
istrict X Boldersja (post office) , 1 engineer
District XI Majori-Riges Jurmels (post office) 1 engineer
District XIT Kemeri-Rigss Jurmals (sapatorium) 1 engineey

L. Following were the main govermment and private switchboards’s
(1). Pils Castle-Ministry of Defemse ' ' ’ :
{2) Miniztry Kabinets un Arlistu Mipistrija - Cabinet Ministry and Ministry
. - por Foreign Affairs = located on Valdemars Iele near the officers club.
(3} Tekslietwu Ministrijs - Ministry of Home Affairs - located on Brivibas
. Iels #37/39- _
(%) Eare Minisfrijs - War Office - Valdemara Tels faofiz
(5) Zemkopthas Ministrija - Ministry of Agriculture - located on the corner
' of Kalpsks Bulverd and Reimeru lels. . o
(6) Finmnci Ministrije - Minisiry of Finsuce - locsted on Valdemarss Isla.
(7) iatvijes Bavks - The Natlonsl Bank - located on Valdemaras Iels and Pils
" leulime Arpszijes Bulveri. ,
(8) Tiesl Ministrije us Sensts - Ministry of Courts and Senate - located on
Elizabeteg Iela snd Frivibes Bulveri. ) .
(9)  Satiksmés Mivistrija - Ministry of Commmications - locsted in the Railway
. Administration Building on Geogula Iela. _
{20) Valshs Koutrols - Gemersl Accounting Office - locsted on. the cormer of
Valdemaras Jela end Alzsarge Iele. ’
(11) Pilsetas Valde - Gity Hsll - lccated at #5 Keniou Jels.
(12) Prefeikturs - Prefecture - located at the main Post Office on Azpasijas
Bulveri. This was destroyed in 1345.
(13) Aprivks Priekenisks - District Department - loceted on the corner of
" Bkolas Iela snd Stabu Jelm, - xeuRTATEe . -
(14) Rigas Mutnica - Customs Depariment - Valdemaras Iela Ple Daugavas.
(15) Yalsts Zemes Benim - State Agriculbural Bank ~ located on the coruer of
‘Valdemarss Tela and Citadeles Iela. -~ 7
(16) Univsrsitate - UniversiLy - locsted hetween Kelpaka Bulveri and Raina
Rulvari. Ve e Ko
{i7) ¥eciorals Opera - Nationsl Opera - located on Azpazijes Bulvari and
 Teatra Tels, a city building under the Rigs Department of Culture.
(18) Necjonaleis Teatris - National Theatre - located on Valdemaras Ielas
and Zigfrid-Melrovie Bulvari, & city bullding under the Rige Depariment
: © of Culbure. . 0 ’ '
- (19) Romas Viesnics - Hotel de Rome - Located on Azpezijas Bulvari and Testrs
L Iels. Destroyed in 19%5.
(20) I Pilsetas Slimnice - Ist Towa Hospiial - located on the corner of
Veidemars Tels and Alzsarg: JTels.
(21) 17 Filsetas Slimmics - I¥ud Town Eospitel - loeated on Zesulsuke and
Meze Nomebon JTelw.
{z2) ¥ers 8linmics - Militery Hospitel - iocated on Hospital Iela Ple Meze-Pavka.
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10 - City Hell - for Efgect;!iqalg H@ter i Go.s 5 Engineering and
Off:ices; ' ;

;'(214') Ktra A 4 nk, ?rieksnieks - District ‘War Office - located at Vﬂdemra

‘fala &nhd Pile laukums on the Daugava River.

(25) Jurniecibes - Depertements - Citadelle - Navigation Departuent - located

" at Valdemars Iels and Pils Ldukums, opposite the National Bank.
(26) Larkisjibas Minigtri;}& - Ministry of Welfare - located on Skolas Iela
. and Stabu Tela.
(27) Xara Fabrika Iatvijes Valsts - Military Arsemal - Zssulavks at II Town
. Hospital.
(28) Berun Slimnice Jelgevas Soseja - Childrens’ Hospital.
(29) Febrike "Vairoks® - Mpchanical Factory - 1oco.tea at Brivibes Gatve a’c
Bikernisku Iela. .
(30) Fabrika "Verfs" - The Veris Factory - locc.ted on Brivibas Gatue &t
: Bergones Jels.
(31) Gumijss Pabrike "Kvadrets” - Kvadrats Rubber Fabrication Factory - located
_ &t Latgules Jeb Maskayss Jels Ple Kengurage.
(39) Rigas Pilsetas Gszes Fabriks - Rige Gas Factory - located at Va.]_miems
Jelzs Pie Wagonu Iela.
{33) Rigse Pilsetas Galvens Vdens Piegade Balt-Bzers Fabrika 8tacije ~ Riga
© . Water Department - located &t Zigfrid Meirovica Bulvari #10.
(311- Central Cletums - Cemtral Prison - located at the Matisa Church Graveyard.
§3§ Interim Prison No.2 for Women snd Mep ~ located at the Militery Hospital.
36) Tram Depot on Rrivibes Iels across f~rm mein churchysrd - City Engineering
Dapertment of Conmunicstion - &ll city motor vehicles garaged bhere.
(37) Ilgeciems Stikls Fabrice - Gless Factory - located in Ilgeciem at
Daugavgrivas Iela near airdrome. .
(38) Tigeciems Cement Fabriks - Cement Factory - located in Ilgeciem nesr
the airdrome apnd the Dauvgava River.
(39) Rige i Reilway Stetion - NKVD Telepbone Center - located on the secound
: floor of the station. :
(3&0) Jessen Porcelsn Fabrice - Je.;ysen Porceliain Factory - located in Mﬂgx‘avi
Betaly - not far froem the reilrosd staticn.
(k1) Delrich Elis Pebrike - OLL refinery - located in Milgravi oun the Daugavs -
River nesr the mﬂrm@ station., -
(l&@) Meonfektures Febrike - Peldbun Mamufacturing Company - located at
Zasulauks at the Nordiki Railway Station.
(43) Armijes Eromoniskals Veiksls - Military Economics Office - logabed on
. the cormer of Valmm Jela aud Avdeju Tels across from the mein telephone
cemtral.
(b ) Proveduilk Fabrike - . Gumi jre Izstmda,,jum - Provodnik Rubber Factory -
. located st the bridge over Sarkandaugavs at Tilta Jela.
{45) Feriaments - Perliament - located at Jekeba Tela Pie Jekaba Baznicas
{Jeksbe Church)
{46) Zasulavkss Menufaktura Fabrike - Zasulaukus Manufactuxing Company -
lonated at the Zssulsuks Railway Btation. .
(47) Motooikls Fabriks "Evenpreis® - the Evenprels Motowcycle Factory -
. loested on Brivivas Iels at the viadu@'!; pear the tram-depot.
(48) Mangaisels Cietums - M.ﬂii;ary only. Twelve military lines, partly under-
. greand, peartly aevisl:
(M9) Citesdel - militery only - located acrose the river from Mangaisals.
{50) Shipbuilding plami at Milgravis
551§ Militerv ares (tank and armpuved division) south of sirdrome.
52) Kudzin Sale. - State radic station

The Iatvian telepbons net was very good, all commmities of importance and all
post office and railrosd station towes having telephove service. The wsuvimated
technical sspacity of central offices was five hundred thousand telephomes.
However, thers were only two hundred thousend subscribers (approxﬁmtely) up
to 194k, ALY wao weoted service could be accommedated.
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6. The telephone system employed éxcellent enginéers end technicians. The
central c¢ity of Rige was divided into six maiy’ telephone districts plus the
suburben distriéte. Each main district hed about 60 permenent technicians.
During the summer months (when most of the maintenance and repair work took
place) this number wes reised to three hundred for each district. Starting in
hpril of each year,work got underway on installing new lines, replscing needed
poles, checking all cables, checking and meking necessary changes on all

switcbbosrds, digging nevw tuonels and installing new underground cables. All
main repair jobs were planned abead in order to provide the necessery time
needed for requisitions of material to be filled. This material was both
domestic and foreign. All reguisitions hed to be chapneled through the
Ministry of Commmnications during the winter momths. A desdline was alweys
set for delivery. - '

7. The equipment wss sdequate and of good quality. Foreign equipment came from
ARG and Schukert companies in Germany| \ 50X1
50X1 The Letvian manufacturing plant VERF /Valsts Electrovechniska Fabriks -
VEF/ in Rigs supplied equipment om order. In 1935 the govermment started a
plan to replace all equipment possible with that made by VERF. Most switck-
boards and telephone zels weve replaced by VERF equipment except for some in
private concerns. VERF also made mach of the csble used altbough those of a
size 200 X 2 and larger were imported from Czechoslovakia for it wes found
that the Czech cable was best for underground instelletion. 500 X 2 was the

largest size cable used. Whepever foreign equipment was wei
50X1 technicians were invited to supervise the instellation. :
|

8., '.?he main, underground cables bsd from one thousand to two thousand separate
{elephone wires. Each wire wes rvbber insulated and was colored red, white
or blue for identification.. The whole cable was encased in lead about five
mm thick. - Originally the cables were encased in concrete sections as follows:

CABLE
o O

O
/R of
This style was abandoned and the fcllowing method of instsllation was edopted.

Concrete forms ome meter in lergth and 62 cm wide vere mede t¢ accormodate
five cables in such a faghion:

A similar section would be plsced on top to form conduits
k(2 cm

s Lﬂﬂmig

1(:(7\

If more than five cables were %o be laid these sections would be placed on
top of ome another.

9, I have drawn a sketch (Sketeh #11) of a street profile showing the telephone
cables as well ag electraic power cables, one on each side of the sireet; &

system adhered to throughowt the city. This particular sketch (#11) shows
the mae holes of each type of cable-capal, W~ Yt
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10. Sketch #12 is a street cormer profile which shows a typical 5, 10 and 15 ceble
installation. As can be seen, the concrete, sectional canals are;laid 85 cm
under. the pavement._.Sketch #13 .reflects the cable system of the city of Riga
88 it existed in 194k, Golid green-lines.jndicate.underground cable, the
broken: green lines the serial cables. In Sketch #ll "I have shown the cable
system at the corner of Piesstatnes and Tvaiku lelas where it leads off to the
west to the radio station at Kundzin Sele and the fashion in which it is laid
under the river. After Kudzin Sale cut off, the cable continues on to District
VIII of Vecmilgravi where it becomesaerisl rather than underground. In Sketch
#15 are shown the Cable Posts I and II from which the.telephone wires lead off
aerially to the subscriber. .

11. Telephone poles used were usuelly pine impregnated with creosote. They measured
12 meters sbove ground and 2% meters underground, with the underground portion
. charred to prevent rot. The tops of the poles were capped with tin. Poles were
spaced sbout 20 meters apart. The number of cross arms depended upon.the.
number of wires. The wires were spaced sbout 15 cm apart and were fagtened on
domestic porcelain insulators of the screw type. Cross arms were bolted to
the pole and supported by a 'E-inch gteel band. Wooden bracee supported the
pole on the leewerd side or else they were anchored by a cable. Bplices were
covered by sluminum cartridges or sleeves. Individual wires were bare, Where
the poles carried cable; the cable was insulated with aluminum or scme light
metal and covered with a ter treated fabric. Distribution boxes were insielled
on poles where necessary. Telephone poles did not share space with any other
service and were for telephone wires only. In Sketch #16 I have shown the
wethod of lead off from street canalization to subscriber.
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